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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF BERINSFIELD PARISH COUNCIL held on 

Monday 1st June 2026 at 7.15 p.m. in the Pavilion, Lay Avenue, Berinsfield, Oxon. 

 

PRESENT         

Councillor S. Scott-Ely (Chairman) 

Councillor P. Bridge  (Vice-Chair) 

Councillor L. Sweetland 

    Councillor L. Jones 

    Councillor A. Jones 

    Councillor D. Scate 

    Councillor A. Woodington 

    Councillor K. Chrisp 

    Councillor S. Crawford 

     

Alex Marasco, Clerk to the Council 

Councillor R. Bennett (South Oxfordshire District Council) 

   Four Members of the Public 

     

 

1.       Public Participation in accordance with Standing Orders. 

 

a) Donny’s Classic Car Show – Two members of the public responsible for organizing Donny’s 

Classic Car Show attended and thanked the Parish Council for allowing them to hold the event on 

the Recreation Ground. They advised that they had raised in the region of £3,000 for charity. The 

Chairman thanked them for bringing the event to the community. 

 

b) Broken Path – A member of the public raised a damaged path near the lower shops on Fane 

Drive. She advised that delivery vehicles have been driving on the path and as a result it has 

sustained damage. It was AGREED that Cllr Bridge would attend and look at the damage and 

that after this, the Clerk would add it to fixmystreet.  

 

c) Pump Track – A member of the public raised that she had witnessed youths jumping off of the 

pump track in a dangerous manner and asked if signage could be provided. The Clerk confirmed 

that relevant safety signage was already in place. It was AGREED that the use of the pump track 

be monitored. 

 

d) Signage at Berinsfield Roundabout – A member of the public raised that signage on Berinsfield 

Roundabout was falling and had become so low that it was not effectively fit for purpose. It was 

AGREED that the Clerk would add this to fixmystreet.  

 

e) Drainage at Kennet Close – A member of the public raised the ongoing issue of drainage at 

Kennet Close. He informed the Parish Council that he had witnessed trucks pumping silt out of 

the pipework and using cameras. He advised that the crew doing this had told him there were a 

number of damaged pipes. It was AGREED that the Clerk would email the relevant officer at 

Oxfordshire County Council.  

 

2. Apologies for Absence. 

 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Bunyan and Councillor Eltham.  

 

3. Declarations of Interest and Dispensations. 

  

 No declarations were made. 
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4. County Councillor’s Report. 

 

The Clerk advised that County Councillor Jones had sent his apologies for not attending and not 

sending a report but had been working on some matters relating to trees with the Clerk over the last 

week.  

 

5. District Councillor’s Report. 

 

District Councillor Bennett provided a written report on updates from SODC and was in attendance 

to go through it. The Parish Council acknowledged its contents and thanked him for his attendance. 

 

6. To receive and approve the Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th May 2026. 

It was proposed by Cllr A. Jones, seconded by Cllr Crawford and AGREED that the minutes of the 

Parish Council meeting held on 11th May 2026 be accepted as a true and accurate record of the 

meeting.  

 

7. To consider planning applications and decisions received to date. 

 

a) P26/S1071/FUL - Proposed new roof overlay - Berinsfield Business Park, Unit 14, Tower Road, 

Berinsfield, Wallingford, OX10 7LN 

 

It was AGREED that the Parish Council had no objections.  

 

b) P26/S1330/HH - Demolish conservatory and build new single storey rear extension - 57 Colwell 

Road Berinsfield Wallingford OX10 7NU 

 

It was AGREED that the Parish Council had no objections. 

 

c) P26/S1063/HH - Single storey rear extension - 226 Fane Drive Berinsfield Wallingford OX10 7QL 

 

It was AGREED that the Parish Council had no objections. 

 

8. To consider adoption and implementation of the following policies: 

 

a) Lone Working Policy 

b) Complaints Policy 

c) Social Media and Communications Policy 

d) Publication Scheme 

e) General and Sexual Harassment Policy 

f) Civility and Respect Pledge 

g) IT Policy 

h) Data Protection Policy 

i) Freedom of Information Policy 

j) Health and Safety Policy 

k) Internal Financial Controls Policy 

l) Internal Financial Controls Checklist 

m) Grant Awards Policy 

 

It was AGREED that these policies be adopted and implemented.   

 

9. To review and consider approval of the following documents and policies:  

  

 a) Standing Orders  

 b) Financial Regulations  
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 c) Code of Conduct  

 d) Data Deletion Policy  

 e) CCTV Policy  

 f) Payment Authorisation Policy  

 g) Berinsfield Sports Pavilion Hire Agreement  

 h) Berinsfield Sports Pavilion Booking Cancellation Policy  

 i) Memorial Bench Policy  

 j) Risk Management Policy  

 

It was AGREED that these policies be considered as reviewed and approved.  

 

10. Future Stewardship. To further consider the Parish Council’s Stewardship Proposal.  

 

 It was AGREED that a further update be provided at the next meeting of the Parish Council, to allow 

for a meeting with Community First Oxfordshire on 9th June.  

 

11. Takeaway Pitch at Berinsfield Sports Pavilion. To reconsider a proposal from Pitstop Burgers to 

operate a takeaway business from the car park at Berinsfield Sports Pavilion following confirmation 

that the applicant is willing to obtain a street trader’s license. 

 

 It was AGREED that the Parish Council approves this proposal, subject to all relevant regulations 

being satisfied, on a one month trial basis.  

 

12.  Open Spaces Committee. 

 

a) To set a date for the next meeting of the Open Spaces Committee. 

 

It was AGREED that the date of the next Open Spaces Committee be held on 22nd July 2026 at 

Berinsfield Sports Pavilion at 7pm.  

 

b) To consider inviting a resident volunteer to participate in an advisory capacity at meetings of the 

Open Spaces Committee. 

 

It was AGREED that the resident whom applied to join the Open Spaces Committee be appointed in 

an advisory capacity.  

 

13.  Finance Committee. To set a date for the next meeting of the Finance Committee. 

 

 It was AGREED that the next meeting of the Finance Committee would be held on 10th June 2026 at 

Berinsfield Sports Pavilion at 7pm.  

 

14. Laptop for Clerk’s Use. To consider the purchase of an ASUS V16 16" Gaming Laptop - 

NVIDIA® GeForce RTX™ 5060, 1TB SSD for the Clerk to use for Parish Council business for an 

amount of £1,099.00. 

 

 It was AGREED that the purchase of an ASUS V16 16" Gaming Laptop - NVIDIA® GeForce 

RTX™ 5060, 1TB SSD for the Clerk to use for Parish Council business for an amount of £1,099.00 

be approved.  

 

15. Grant Aid. To consider a request from Berinsfield Village Park to issue grant aid in the form of 

monetary payment, instead of hire credit. 
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 It was AGREED that as Berinsfield Village Park had created a bank account in the clubs name and 

adopted a constitution and code of conduct, the grant of £500 previously agreed be made as 

monetary payment for kit, in line with the original application.  

 

16. Grounds Maintenance Quotes. To consider the following quotations from A&W Grounds. 

 

a) Maintenance of Abbey Woods Spinney and newly created paths - £75.00 per month, one visit per 

month. 
 

  It was AGREED that the quote for this work be accepted and that the Clerk should ask if A&W Grounds 

could conduct a litter pick at the same time.  

 

17. External Audit 2024-25. To receive and consider the external auditor’s report and certificate for the year 

ended 31 March 2025 and to note publication requirements. 

 

 The Parish Council received and considered the external auditor’s report and noted the publication 

requirements.  

 

18. Wifi Provision at Berinsfield Sports Pavilion. To consider approval of the purchase of the following 

equipment. 

 

a) TP-Link DECO X50-5G 5G AX3000 Whole Home Mesh WiFi 6 Gateway - £219.99 

 

b) SMARTY Unlimited SIM Only 1-month flexible plan - £20.00 per month 

 

c) Previous (now terminated) BT Wifi Cost was £235.63 per quarter. 

 

It was AGREED to approve the purchase of TP-Link DECO X50-5G 5G AX3000 Whole Home Mesh 

WiFi 6 Gateway for £219.99 and SMARTY Unlimited SIM Only 1-month flexible plan for £20.00 per 

month for use at Berinsfield Sports Pavilion.  

 

19. Parish Council Emails. To receive an update from the Clerk on hosting of Parish Council emails. 

 

The Clerk advised that the hosting of emails had been switched to Parish Online on 15th May and that he 

had informed all councillors of how to access the new emails. The Chairman asked if any councillors still 

required access and all councillors confirmed they had access to emails.  

 

20. Insurance. To further consider approval of insurance with Zurich for 2026-27 for an increased fee of 

£8,710.13. 

 

 The Clerk explained that Zurich had informed him that despite being in a multi-year agreement, the 

prices are still subject to rise. It was AGREED that the Clerk and Cllr Sweetland would work together to 

discuss this with Zurich and make payment once satisfied with the invoices from Zurich.  

 

21.  Correspondence and Items For Information. 

 

a) Help wanted by Local Government Boundary Commission - The Local Government Boundary 

Commission for England are looking for parish and town councils who would be interested in helping 

them develop their communication materials.  

 

b) NJC Local Government Pay Awards - The 2026/27 NJC local government pay negotiations are 

deadlocked after trade unions rejected the employers' offer of a 3.3% pay increase. The unions (including 

UNISON and Unite) had originally claimed an increase of £3,000 or 10% (whichever is greater), leading 

to ongoing disputes and upcoming industrial action ballots. 
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d) Solar Energy at Pavilion – OVO Export Tarriff is now live and payment for export energy will be 

made to the Parish Council quarterly. 

 

22.  To approve the schedule of payments for May 2026. 

 

It was AGREED that payments totaling £14,570.39 be approved and receipts totaling £135.00 be 

approved.  

 

23. Bank Statements. To inspect the balances on the bank statements for the Parish Council’s three accounts 

and to sign the reconciliation. 

 

 The bank statements and reconciliations for the three Parish Council bank accounts were inspected and 

signed by Councillor Sweetland. 

 

24. Items for report to Chair. 

 

a) Staffing Committee – It was AGREED that the next meeting of the Staffing Committee be held 

on 24th June 2026 at Berinsfield Sports Pavilion at 7pm.  

b) Drainage Ditch at Kennet Close – Councillor Bridge informed the Parish Council that there were 

some safety concerns related to the ditch at Kennet Close. Residents had raised with him the 

issue of animals entering the ditch and the possibility of a life ring being provided.  

c) 20mph Limit – Councillor Bridge raised the issue of 20mph speed limits in Berinsfield not being 

observed and it causing a hazard to residents.  

d) The Real Mini Co. – Councillor Scate raised that the owners of this business have been parking 

vehicles on the road and it is a potential hazard.  

e) Flytipping – Councillor Crawford raised that there has been ongoing flytipping near the shops at 

the top of Fane Drive. The Clerk said he would report this issue and try to get it collected.  

f) Rugby Posts – Councillor Crawford raised that the football pitch has been positioned right up 

against the rugby posts and if a game of rugby was to be played at the same time, there would be 

no break between the two pitches. The Clerk said he would monitor this situation.  

 
25.  Date of next ordinary Parish Council Meeting – 6th July 2026. 


